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SS a een Orie ale Ear se te lee na TE 
« You” [Mr. Sheridan] ‘% have always had your own self h purposes . in view. You have, at times, ‘Tost 
sicht of every thing else; but never have lust sight of self. How much longer you will be able te.delude 





‘ the soft-brained people with your professions about | 


; } } 4) a Live 17 ‘Thectone ye 
certain, that, until they shall be proof against your delusions, tir 
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liberty and humanity | knew not; but, of this Lam 


e } go ey 
can be no rational hope of their acung 


a suc a way as shall’be conducive to the happiness and the honour of their country ee NER, Conneri's 
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ELECTIONS. 

The attempts. which are now making to 
destroy the last, remains of the real freedom | 
of election, “hav¢ attracted the attention of 
every man; and, I am sorry to have to add, 
that, Comparatively speaking, .they have 
awakened the indignation of but very few. 
Nevertheless, they should be put upon re- 
cord. “The history of them, together with 
the ndmes and acts of the principal parties 
concernéd should be put in the passe$sion of 
the pablic, and in such a form that will pre- 
vent them from being soon forgotten. Thus 





thinking, I shall, in the present number, 
insert what appears to me to be necessary re- 
lating to the elections, or ensuing elections, 
of WestmiInsTeR and HampPsuHine. 
WestMiInster Evecrion. 

The threeletters, which will be found in 
the precetling sheets of the Register, ad- 
dressed to the Electors of Wesminster, may 
serve as an introduction tothe. observations 
and documents that Lam now abont toingert. | 
——By a reterernice to the preceding sheet, 
page 481, the reader will find mention made | 
of the meeting, called by Mr. SuHeripan 
at Somérset House, on Sunday, the 14th 
ultimo, and of the subsequent meeting of the | 
electors, held at the Crown and Anchor Ta- | 
vern, on ‘Thursday, the 18th instant; at 
which latter meeting Mr. Sheridan declined 
 tavour of Lord Percy ; but, the electors, 
atter having’ unanimously rejected Lord 
Percy, appointed a committee to select a 
proper person t6 become their representa- 
uve, and adjourned to Friday the 26th 
wimo, On that day the electors re-assem- 
bled at the Crown and Anchor, and, the 
a at they discovered was, that they 
on en duped by their committee, which 

bene for the greater part of Mr. 
nteaanene and these creatures, 
come th ner, be on Se eae eat be- 
tlotiad eee ae oO the city, con- 
of whi raw] away several days, at the end 
- Pe ich, a. packed part of them, con- 
“uded their labours with a resolution te sup- 
7 : 


TE 
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port that very Lord Percy, whom themeet- 
ing had unanimously, rejected. . But, Jet ys 


take an account of the proceedings of «this. 


famous junto as wé find itin the,speech made 
by Mi. GinpoWs (ore of: the committee), 
to the meeting’ on Friday the 26th. ultimo. 
——** Fle had beet,” he said, “ one of the 
“ committee, and thé Object of the last 


« meeting being frustrated, be rose tosex«’ 


« press his indignation at the juggle,.Serry 


« he was td perform a task so paipdul, lent 


“ he could wat shrink from his, duty. die 


« would @xplain the underlianded: and -fpr- 
«© miduble*confédéracy which, bad been .en- 
* tered into’. to trip up every object.of the 
“ meeting. At the first. meeting ef she 
«* cominitfe®, he ‘had’ been ‘called .to the: 
chair, and I¢ was résolved that, an, apyli- 
** catior sHould'be made to Mr, Whitbread, 
« requéstiny him’ to come forward,, and 


 cive the cléttors of Westniinster an Qpr 


* ‘portunity to Shew that they would.net..e’ 


«© the todls4nd: yassal8_ of apy admijnistea-. - 


« tion. —This’ application. wag accordingly 
“« made, and Mr, Whithread’s answer was; 


ee ee What, consfdéring he hinigelf had been, 


« « yeturned three times, and some of his-fa- 
«© <« mily four times, by his present, censti-. 
ee «< tuents, this circumstance, as. wellassome: 
«-«* other téasohs, both public and private, 
«¢ «prevented him from doing bimself she 
«« « honour. of availing himself. of . this 
* «« flattering invitation to stand as candi- 
«e «© date for Westminster.” ——A Jetter was 
« then addresséd fo the committee ..from 
«Mr. Maddox, of Lincola’s-Inn,. stating 
« that if no one clse would give the electors 
‘* an opportunity of vindicating their indes 
‘< pendence, he would. ‘The committee 
« accordingly returned thanks to Mr, Mad- 
«* dox, and thought his’ offer worthy the 
‘¢ most serious consideration.— Another 
* meeting was appointed to be held at sewen 
‘* o'dlock in thé evening; and when he 
«* (Mr. Gibbons) came there about half-past, 
« he found that the chair had been taken by 
“ another genYéman, and that, the legal 
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‘ and oppose the Loy.’ 
‘ conded the motion about Sir Francis Bur- 


adviser of Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Burgess, 
who was one the committee, was acting 
as secretary to the committee.—A_ re- 


solutian was moved and approved of 


by that gentleman particularly, for 
making ean application to Sir Francis 
Burdett ; for as Mr. Burgess assured him 
(Mr, Gibbons) ‘ they wished to come forth 
Mr. Burgess se- 


dett, and proffered his services to go with 
others of the committee to Sir Francis 
Burdett’s house, They did go, andas I 
was forced to go out of town they left the 
result at my house, which was (and a per- 
son at my house took it down in writing) 
‘ That they had applied at the house of 
Sir Francis, and were answered that he 
was inaccessible, that he was out of town, 
and had ordered no letters to be sent to 
him, for that he declined coming forward 
against Lord Percy.’ My suspicions, 
continued Mr. Gibbons, which had 
been roused before, were increased, 
and I went myself to Sir Francis’s house. 
Sir Francis’s address was given me very 
readily ; he was only thirty miles from 
town, and this was on Tuesday. Was 
this ttipping up the object of the meet- 
ing or not? I now come to the felo de 
se of the subsequent meeting: it was 
fixed for eight. I arrived at half past, 
and I was told that a resolution had been 
already passed, stating that the committee 
had applied themselves diligently to find 
a proper person, but not being able, they 
were unanimously of opinion, out of re- 
gard to the tranquillity of Westminster, 
as well as for the reasons urged by Mr. 
Sheridan, and for other important reasons, 
to join in support of Earl Percy. And, 
gentlemen, I found that this resolution 
was prepared ly this very Mr. Burgess, 
and was corrected ly Mr. Sheridan. At 
this very committee, which passed a re- 
solution so conttary to the views and. to 
the intentions of the meeting who dele- 

them, J saw a number of strange 
faces, persons who neither attended the 
first nor the second meeting of the com- 
mittee, yet came upon this occasion to 
vote for the resolution so drawn up by Mr. 
Burgess, and currected Ly Mr. Sheridan. 
Neiwithstanding that they thus came 
to a resolution, recommending to you 
to support the man, who, by your una- 
nimous vote, was declared not to be 
a fit person; yet when I expressed 
my. surprise at their strange resolution, 
most of them answered me, * whit are 
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‘« we to do, Mr. Gibbons? you sec nobody 
«« will stand!’ The very proposer of the 
‘** resolution said to me, ‘if any man will 
‘« stand against Lord Percy, or if you wil! 
« stand against him, by G—_ ‘ll support 
« you.’ lam, gentlemen, an humble in- 
“« dividual amongst you,, and never enter- 
‘* tained the presumptuous thought of being 
‘* a candidate for Westminster. . This cir- 
‘* cumstance, however, will shew you upon 
‘* what principles, or rather upon what 
‘« want of all principle, the majority of the 
‘* committee proceeded. At the same time 
‘« that they are telling the Electors of West- 
“* minster that Lord Percy is a fit and pro- 
‘* per person to represent them, they tell 
*‘ me, in the committee room, that if any 
“© man could be got to oppose him, if I 
“« myself would start against him, they 
“« would then support me or any other per- 
‘* son in opposition to him. You therefore 
‘€ see into what inconsistencies and absurdi- 
** ties they have fallen, who, after entirely 
‘* departing from your instructions, take upon 
“‘ themselves now to recommend Lord 
‘‘ Percy. As for that nobleman, I have 
‘« very little to say: he is a young man un- 
‘‘ known to me, as I believe he is to the 
“* greater part of the electors of this great 
“« city. The committce, however, although 
‘* they at first resolved that Mr. Mappox's 
‘€ Jetter was deserving the most serious con- 
‘* sideration, afterwards appeared to have 
« Daid no manner of attention to it. As 
“ tor myself, I should much prefer Mr. 
*€ Mappox to Lord Percy, if ft were only 
‘€ for this one reason : Supposing we return 
« Mr. Mappox, aud afterwards disapprove 
** of his conduct, we can get rid of him 
‘€ upon another election: but if once we 
‘€ shall return Lord Pearcy, we shall. never 
“€ be able to shake him off.—Mr. Gisnons 


“* he understood a candidate would be pro- 
‘* posed for their nomination. The princi- 
a pal object of his rising was to free himselt 
«« from the charge which he thought the 
“ majority of the committee had incurred, 
«* by departing entirely from the duty and 
‘« the trust that were reposed in them.’ —— 
After several other spares had spoken, 1 
was agreed, that Sir Francis Burpee ost, 
and next Mr. Curran, should. be invited 
to stand. They have both declined, and we 
will here insert. their letters, together wit) 
the letter of Mx: Wairsredp, \resersins 
any remarks that we may have to,make, 
until the reader bas perused, those, lette's 
with the attention that they_merity.., 
Mr. Whithread’s Letter to. she, Chairmen 





‘“« concluded by informing the meeting that 
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517] 
of the Committee at the .Rainbow Coffee- 
e. 
ye I have received the resolutions 
« which you have been so good as to trans- 
«mit to mé, by the direction of the com- 
« mittee of the electors ‘of Westminster, 
« appointed by the meeting’ held at the 
« Crown and Anchor Tavern. It is my 
«« first duty to express my grateful acknow- 
« Jedgments for the high bonour conferred 
“ upon me, as a person worthy to be put 
‘ first in nomination to succeed that truly 
“ great man, who has been just taken from 
“ amongst us, to the deep and lasting afflic- 
«tion of his friends, to the irreparable loss 
“ of the country and’the world. But, Sir, 
« very sensible of the consequence which 
“the representation of the’ city of West- 
“ minster mest give to any man who shall 
“ be so fortunate as to obtain it (most espe- 
“cially after the manner in which it has 
“ ben filled for somany years) there are 
“ motives of a private nature, which would 
induce me to decline the honour you pro- 
posed tome ; were there nof others of a 


7 
- 


- 
“~ 


~ 
o 


possibility of my appearing as a candidate 
for the seat unhappily vacant.-- I am so 
firmly attached to that independént and 
respectable body of constituents who have 
returned me to parliament at three suc- 
cessive elections, and whohave four 
times previously distinguished my family 
by the same token of confidence and ap- 
probation, that the representation of the 
city of Westminster itself could not tempt 
me from-their service, so long as they 
shall be pleased to consider me’as worthy 
torepresentihem. Farther, having daly 
weighed all the circumstances of thepre- 
sent crisis, as it relates more particularly 
to your situation, and my own; as one of 
your body, 7 had determined to give my 
vote to Lord Percy; and it is‘with great 
concern I find that any part of the West- 
_ master electors have resolved ‘that he is 
hota fit person to represent’ this “great 
city in Parliament. I am perfectly cer- 
tain that neither F, hor any of those per- 
riod have acted in unison-with your 
ate illustrious member, during the whole 
ue peut political lives, should support Lord 
: thane: bo we for a moment suppose 
« in ‘on support we were instrumental 
“ tool of § either you or ourseluss the 
« of any party; or the sniservient vassals 
‘s Weta are. The ‘electors of 
" triompbaian in their choice of Mr. Fox 
m all:the ed Over all the tuols of party, and 
Vasedls of power ; and such is*the 
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public natare also, which preclude the | 
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** veneration and love iu which his memory 
** is held, that could his’ wishes have been 
** consulted, If am sure they would decide 
** your present choice —Under the conrit- 
“ tion then, that, iff hi& valuable life had 
‘*« been spared in a stateof health to have 
‘“« prevented his again offering himself to 
“you, he would huve recommended Lord 
** Percy as his successor, 1, and I believe 
** most of Mr. Fox's immediate and person- 
“« al friends, feel Lound to support his cause ; 
“© to which, however, nothing could urge 
«us, were we not impressed with the be- 
* lief, that in Lord Percy will be found a 
young man’ of principles as independent 
*€ as the name he bears is noble and great, 
** and one who is desirous of treading in 
«* the political paths of Mr. Fox. [have 
“ the honour to be, Sir, your obliged and 
«€ obedient servant, SAMUEL WHITBREAD, 
“« Dover Street, Sept. 2%.” 





Sir Francis Burdet('s Letter, to Mr. Paull, 

“ I beg you, Sir, to express to the Gen- 
** tlemen whom you represent, the grate- 
*« ful sense I shall ever entertuin of the 


<¢ honour I receive by this declaration of 


« their good opinion of me; and to assure 
them, that I hold a seat in Parliament by 
‘«¢ the uninfluenced choice of a free people 
** beyondany office or honour which the 
«¢ Crown or its Ministers can bestow ; and 
‘* that I value the opinion of the people 
* much beyond apy. seat.—It is, however 
*¢ impossible for me to be a_ Candidate upos 
*« the present occasion ; for I did “very early 
«© declare to numerous applications that [ 
** would not be a candidate; and, after- 
«« wards asa single and private elector, I 
“< did declare that I would give my vote for 
«« Lord Percy, and I did so, because, I had 
«¢ heard of no other candidates, but snch as 


“had recently accepted of very lucrative 


‘« offices under the crown ; and I cannot 
“think that such gentlemen, however fit- 
‘* ted for those offices, and howerér other- 
“* wise estimable, can at apy time, become 
‘« the fit representatives of a free, uncorropt 
“* and independent ople.—I am, besides, 
bound in gratitade and honour to the In- 
dependent freeholders of Middlesex, and 
*« T never will om any personal account for- 
“* sake them. But for any advantage to be 
“« derived from it to the public, I would 
* chéeerfily relinquish all my pretensions 
“ to-morrow. Nor would I ever have pre- 


““ sumed to be a candidate for the county, 


“ but that { am_ persuaded, that, in order 
“ to rescue this couritry from its present ca- 
‘i > 


‘Jamitéus and disgraceful thraidom, we 






























Pa. 


eed 


~ —" : P » — an - “ . a 
oh aes one ch ~ 4 Ne SO ae a 7 
iS oe : ae i iS oP ee ae eee - : 
> ee od FF am J5 oe 7 ~ — prs = == - = ae i 2 _ 
7 ee ee > eae : nie es = ao == 
wR Oe Sy Pikn. pay® Mee a 3 ey at 25 a gas 


——o et 
gE 
“a " wy a 


ent 


aT 
ae 


*. 


~~ 
a 


Pe. «1 Me. 2 
ME Fad 
eee Ss 







d v4 aE gS ee +s 
ee oS See Me a 


















519] 


‘* stand mote in need of integrity than of 
‘« talents. ‘That integrity nsust not expect 
*‘ the countenance of any administration : 
‘« for though a single individual er many 
‘« individuals in Parliament can do no more 
“‘ than speak fhe plain truth, Munisters 
‘* cannot bear with patience tobe plainly 
* told, some of them what they have done, 
‘* and some of them what they have not 
‘‘ done. 1 remain, Sir, Your most oblf- 
“ ged, &c.—— Francis Burpert.” 
Mr Curran’s Leiter to Mr Paull. 

‘“ Dear Sir;—That those Gentlemen, 
‘ whose wish you have so obligingly com- 
«* meunicated, sbould at the moment of so 
‘* severe a calamity, and at so arduousa eri- 
« sis as the present, consider me net unwor- 
‘¢ thy to represent their city, is an honour 
© which I feel beyond the power of any 
“ words to have the ¢ 
*€ to assure them that 1 am deeply and res- 
© mectfully: gratified. for it, 1 should feel 
‘« infinite pain in declining the high favour 
‘“« of there support if I did not reflect, that 
‘« in the great assemblage of qualities which 
‘* formed the illustrious being that has been 
<< Jost to them and to the world by the death 
¢ of Mr Fox, they must, even if their 
‘* choice had fallen upon me. as his succes- 
sor, have remained unrepresented. In 
«- one only peint should I not have been 
t 1 tterly unworthy of their confidence : I 
op conscious I should have been faithful 
the trust reposed in me. But I am 


b 
Cx pre SS : FOOoaHNESS 


te 

to * 
( aya, © thattheir partiality tome could not 
© be ‘arried . into. efiect without »a 


© contest —* of whieh the trouble could not 
© be come” emsated even by the ultimate suc- 
(© peas x rey will permit me, therefore, 
256 i ‘y : . . 
tented with the high honour of 
f, rest COL. | 
pt te thought of by them at the 
: sa hry , vith their distinguished coun- 
< ‘ ‘ ’ . . 
same «3 rancis Burdett; and in this 
« tryman oir A ts Rb ee 
7 wircumsta. Ce I have apleasure beyond 
«. “re . . af 
last circ ersonal consideration ; be- 


< ' erel eat 
* ant Fe aoe ‘illingness to place so sa- 
‘ . . 
} pare 3, confider ein me, they give.a 

es Chow super. oF they are to those local 
ae - ° 

proo + udices, that, wherever 


and narrow prey \ 
. ial Pas efatalto that commu- 
. ity of interest and affectien whiah is the 
‘ Cd = . , 
“ ie eure foundatkon of prosperity and 
ee independence.—l ean, my dear Sir, with 
" > < 
e the strongest: sense of the honour you 
¥ this occasion, your obili- 


«* have done me on 
«« ged and faithfal sexvant,——Joun P. 


a¢ CurRAN.” 
‘Thus, as far a5 appears at present, is the 
city left to Lond Paxrcy.——TLhe letter of 
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Mr. WuititBreap is nothing more than 
partof Mr. Sheridan's speech at the Crown 
and Anchor. He, too, had; forsooth, dis. 
covered, that if Mr. Fox had been consulted, 
previous to bis death, he’ would have re. 
commended Lord Percy as. his successor, 
‘““ Here goes,” said a drunken fellow ata 
country burial, “ and if Uncle could set 
‘* up in his coffin, he'd pledge me.” | | 
dare say, that Samuel Whitbread, if he had 
been hard pushed, would have said that his 
beer-barrels had made the same discovery. 
I have never liked this man since I heard 
him in Westminster Hall, relate the histor, 
of these beer-barrels, end especially since ] 
observed his unconquerable silence upon the 
subject of the charges preferred against Lord 
Wellesley, the close connection of Lord 
Grenville. ‘Two things, however, Samuel 
Whitbread seems to have forgotten to tel! 
the Coinmittee ; Ist, how it came to pass, 
that Mr. Sheridan, from whose speech his 
letter is copied almost word for word, came 
not to have discovered the wish of .Mr. Fox 
before the meeting was called at Somerset 
House ; and, @d, that he, Samuel Whitbread, 
was upon the point of receiving, out of the 
public money, a salary of three thousand 
pounds a year, as successor to the Spartan 
General, who, being full asa tick, I sup- 
pose, has dropped | off. But it is Mr. 
Sheridan ; it is the famous patriot and par- 








: liamentary reformer, Sheridan-; this is the 
/ man that comes out, at last, in his true 


colours! I wonder what he is now able to 
say! J should really like to hear what 
trick he has left in his budget. I am moh 
mortified to see the city of Westminster and 
all its industrious and public-spirited inhabi- 
tants thus duped; thus handed to and fro 
like a family borough ; but, my satisfaction, 
at seeing Mr. Sheridan and the Whig faction 
unveiled. so completely, does certaisly ovet- 
balance that mortification ; because, J] am 
sure, that it will ultimately be productive © 
more good to the country than could have 
been produced by the election of the most 
independent and :most able - representative. 
Too long has that professing faction, sep- 
ported by the invention of a Club, deluded 
and duped. the people, the well-meaning 40° 
even.many ‘well-informed people. They 
succeeded in making many persons believe, 
that there only wanted a transfer of the 
power into their hands, to produce every 
thing wished for. But, mo sooner did: 2 
share of. the power. come within their oe 
than. they grasped: at the emoluments W'\" 











both hands, and with eyes staring @s if fixes 
in their heads, leaving all their pledges 
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professions to the winds. Not only have 


they abandoned, without scruple, every 
thing like principle ; but, they have stooped 
to meanness, of which men had heretofore 
no adequate idea. They have, from the 
mere loye of emolument, become the slaves 
of their former rivals for power. The little 
«< New Opposition,” which was once the 
obiect of their sarcasm, now treat them as 
underlings. The Grenvilles may be proud 
and arrogant (and some of them are) ; but, 
they are not politically mean. They have 
something of what is called character about 
ibem; and every man will say, that they 
are preferable to the mean, paltry, shuffling, 
sneaking Whigs, a fair sampie of which fac- 
ton we have in the person ard conduct of 
Mr. Sheridan, who, and whose son now re- 
ceive about £7,000 a year of the public 


emul), 
« 


HampsuiRe: ELecrion, 


In the last No. at p. 440, this subject was 
introduced, in a short account of what took 
mace, at the meeting, which was held at 
Winchester, on Thursday, the 25th ultimo. 

~The full account of those. proceedings, 
‘since published by authority, I shall here’ 
isert; and when I have so done, I shall’ 
uomit to the reader, such observations as 
uggest themselves to me relating to this 
lost daring attempt that ever was made 


vainst the right of electors and of members 
‘parliament. , 


Narrative, documents, and resolutions, pul- 
ushed by order of the Meeting, held at 
rs aig on Thursday the 25th of Sept. 
1909, 
“ Treviously to the business being entered 
for which this meeting was called, the 
“man, who had been consulted, submitted 
Propriety of putting every gentleman 
“Ut in possession of all that bad passed 
pecting the county having been disturbed 
» Caiwass, as Mr. Herbert and Mr. This- 
“iwayte, in their first address to the. free+ 
ders of the 11th of this month, alledged 
~< motive for their declaring themselves 
“ates, that premature measures had 
a taken on the subject. Sir John Pollen 
*<Wely made the following statement ; 
m whence it will appear, beyond all pps- 
uty of contradiction, that ‘the. county 
rte disturbed by a Canvass on the 
nesenl ie op. candidates, when four 
~<a of @pariament had expired 
ar on at from.a direct interposition 
~' 4emple, before any step was taken 
Protectionyof. the sitting menabers.— 


About the middle of last month, Sir William 
Heathcote communicated to Mr. Chute, and 
to two or three other friends, the following 
narrative, in his own writing, of the sub- 
stance of acetiversalion that passed between 
Karl ‘Temple and him, that those friends 
might have an opportunity of considering it 
before the. anniversary of. the county club, 
which was to be held on the 27th of that 
month, when Sir William Heathcule, in- 
tended to communicate the same to the 
members. This narrative, it will be ob- 
served, is penned by Sir William Heathcote 
in the. first person, being @ minute of the 
conversation made by him immediately after 
at took place. On the 1)th of August, 
** Lord Temple called on me, and afier 
‘making some general compliments cf 
** respect, &c. &c. he said he was commis- 
** sioned. by Lord Grenville to say, that 
‘© covernment was determined to bring for- 
werd a gentleman to oppose Mr. Chute, 
“ who had decidedly joined the opposition, 
** but. he was not authorised to mention his 
‘* name; that government had no wish to 
“* oppose me; but at the same time desired 
*« to know how far J felt myself disposed to 
** support: the present administration. ‘To 
‘* this I answered, ‘that Tt had a’ gréat opi- 
‘© nion of Lord. Grenville, but‘ would’ not 
“* pledge. myself to support any party, but 
‘** should-act, if I was again member for 
** this county, (as I thought every county 
“« member ought todo) freely apd indepen- 
‘¢ dently: he then said government‘had no 
** wish:to disturb me, but repeated: that they 
“* were determined.to oppose Mr: Chite, and 
«« desired to know if I félt myself unter an 
“« obligation to act in conjanetion-with bin. 
“« T said I could not answer that question ; 
‘¢ and his lordship ‘must Well*know, ‘that a 
“© county Member could not with pfopriety 
** or prudence do it without collecting the 
** sentiments-and_ inclination of his friends : 
‘« he then said, tf my:friends determined to 
“<.support Mr. Chute, they must tn their own 
“* defence tring forward.tuo candidates, but 
“* thatthey wished not to disturb the peace 
: ot the county by a contested clection, and 
“« begged to bave’an answer as soon as I iad 
- consulued my ‘friends: I told him le 
« should heat from ie ina fortnight. He 
‘“€ once or twice recerred to the question’ of 
“. supporting government, *té which das of” 
** ‘ten répeated I should not pledge myself 
“© to vote with any party, but should act as [ 
“ thought right.”-——On this paper having 
been read at the county club, Sir William 
Heathcote said, that he was not quite cer- 
tain whether, in the application to him from 
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‘Lord Temple, his lordship staféa-himself to 
ehave been authorised to make it by Lord 
/ Grenville, or gencrally by government; but 
coo Deing asked whether he was clear in his 
‘recollection as to Lord Gremville’s’ name 
having been made use of by Lord Temple in 
the course of what he satd, Sir William an- 
swered..he was quite sure his lordship had 
Srequenily done so. The attendance at the 
club was numesgus; and on fall-considera- 
_ tion of the nafrative, and of the doubt ex- 
pressed by Sir William Heathcote, it was 
unanimousy-agreed to recommend to him 
to transmit the following paper. to Lord 
‘Temple, as containing the sentiments of 
himselt and his friends, on what had been 
communicated to hin by his lordship : 
** Sir William Heathcote having stated to the 
** meeting, the substance of a communica- 
‘* tion. made to him by Lord Temple, re- 
‘* specting the determination of his Majesty's 
‘* government, to bring forward a gentle- 
** man. to oppose Ar. Chuté as one of the 
** members tor this cdiinty, on account of. 
‘* his conduct in the last ‘session of \parlia- 
** ment, and another candidate to oppose. 
*f him. (Sic William) in the event of his 
** suaking common cause with his colleague; 
““ and Sur William having called upon. his 
‘t friends present, for their advice, as to the 
** course he should pursue, observing at the 
** same time that Lord Temple repeatedly 
** called upon him to know what his own 
** futnge conduct in parliament would be, it 
** is recommended to bim to say (what the 
** gentlemen are persuaded would be dic- 
“* tated to him, as well by his judgment as 
** by his feelings) that to a communication 
** of so new, so dangerous, and so uncon- 
** stitmtional a nature, he could give no an- 
*€ swer whatever.” Which paper was ac- 
cordingly transmitted by Sir William Heath- 
cote to Lord ‘Temple in the following letter: 
——Hursley, Aug. 28, 1806. My Lerd, 
** ] had yesterday the honour to commmuni- 
‘f cate to my friends, at the county club, the 
** cgnversation that passed between your 
“ lordship and myself on the 11th inst. As 
** Lam not perfectly certain whether your 
** lordship. said that you had authority from 
“ Lord Grenville, or only that you were 
** authorised to say that gov@rnment were 
** determined to Mr. Chute, you 
“© will nich oblige me by setting me right 
** in that particular, 1 am directed Uy the 








** gentlemen who attended the meeting to. 
** send to your lordship the enclosed resoiu- | 


** tion,———I_ have the honour to be, &c. 
 No——Wu. Heatacore.” To that 
letter and paper Earl Temple returned the 
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“* attended the meeting. 
‘© sant to observe the very entire miusconcep- 


} subject gave any answer. 






[524 
following answer :-——** «Exmouth,. Aug. 
“ 31, 1800,——Dear Si; ] was yesterday 
‘¢ honoured with your letter of the 28th in- 
“« stant, inclosing a resolution of the county 
** club of Hampshire, which you say: you are 
** directed to send me by the gentlemen who 
It is most anplea- 


‘ tion under which you have consulted your 
‘ friends, both of the motives and the parti- 
‘“* culars of the private and confidential con- 
*€ versation which took place between us—a 
‘* conversation, part of which, J understood 
‘* from you, was to be. communicated to 
** your friends ; at the same time that I did 
‘** not understand from you that it was to be 


| “ made matter of discussion at the county 


** club. Iam sure the misconception was 
‘“« perfectly unintentional on your part; as 
‘* it has, however, taken place, I have only 
** to request you will not lose a moment in 
‘€ communicating to the same friends with 
‘* whom you before consulted, this letter ; 
“* for although J have ho personal interest of 
“« any sort or kind in the subject of this dis- 
‘* cussion, or atiy object of any description 
‘* either to lose or gain by the result, let it 


. be what it may, of any election which 
‘* may now, or at any time take place in 


hi Hampshire, I am anxioys:to set myself 
‘* right. in the opinions of »gentlemen to 
‘¢ whom I cértainly have not:the honour to 
«be personally known, but by whom ! 
‘** should be very sorry to be thought cap*- 
€ ble of the motive, or the conduct they ap- 
“ pear to attribmte to me. I called up 
you at Hursley to let yo know, é/at tM 
“< friends of ‘povernment» connected wil 
« Hampshire had béen ‘pressed by severe 
“© persons to declare what their wishes wet 
“* in case of ageneral election, as seve 
gentlemen had been named as likely 
‘«‘ that case to start for the county: t# 
« T am amongst the rest who had been 4p" 
“ plied to upon the subject, and: being 
“ tremely anxious that yau should have ihe 
support of the friends of government, 
‘* wished to communicate with you bel 
“ JT or those I bad conversed with poe 
I stated tay" 
my own individual wish, and tbat, - , 
«as I could collect them, of our frien 
«¢ that you should receive, at the aren 
« election every support that we cont a, 
«yon consistently with our dese 20° © 
_ téntian .of supporting his ep al 
* yernment. I thought it fair t0 é 
“ that it was impossible fur the oth 
« of government, * incase of a cont” 
saat Chute as his | 
‘* give any support to Mr. , 
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tem £ : 
roved that he did not look for the assist- 


ance of any of its friends; but that I 
should be very sorry indeed, if a determi- 
nation on the part of your friends at all 
events ‘to support. Mr. Chute, should 


‘ make it more difficult for the friends of 


government to give you that cordial as- 
sistance they so much wished you should 
receive. I told you further, that from 
having heard the names of several gentle- 
men mentioned, I thought it possible 
there would be a contest whenever the 
general electinn took place, and that the 


‘ object of my visit was, in the first place, 
‘to prevent a contest, if that could be 
‘done; if not, te do every thing in my 


power to prevent its affecting you, I 


‘ said, that as I spoke not from myself only, 


but on the part of the friends of govern- 


‘ ment connected with Hampshire, it would 
“ remove many difficulties which might oc- 


~ 
— 


~ 
-~ 


“ 
~ 


cur, if 1 was authorised ly you to say that 


‘ your wishes were to support administra- 


tion. You will be so good as to recollect 
that I distinctly said, that in asking that 
questior, I never could think of asking for 


‘ a distinet pledge of general support ; that 


[ had no right to make such a request; 
snd that if J could be capable of making 
it, you could not be justified in making 
such ¢ concession to any man breathing ; 
but that, as you had not latterly much at- 
tended parliament, your sentiments were 
not known, and an expression of general 
good wishes, on your part, would give me 


‘ great pleasure to convey, and would, I 


thought, tend much to remove difficulties 
which J kuew existed. After many ex- 
pressions fof regard, very flattering per+ 
sonally to me, for the characters of some 
of the persons connected with and fprm- 
ing apart of his Majesty's government, 
you distinctly authorised me to express 
genera] good wishes and an inclinatiwn to 
support; and a determination not to 
go with opposition ;” guarding, at the 
same time, your declaration with another 
(ta the propriety of which, you will re- 
collect, L perfectly agreed with you), that 
you would bind yourself to no pledge to 
support blindly any set of men ; rs 
evenif Mr. Pitt was alive, that you would 
give no sach pledge even tohim. I re- 
peated to. you that such ‘a pledge never 
could be.asked ; and if asked, neyer could 


be given byyou. I then asked you, wher ; 


ther you felt yours:If warranted in proe . 
mising your support to any other candi- 
dite, ipscase auy other started, whom the 


sd 
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atic opposition to government had , “* county would not disapprove of? or whee 
“* ther you coneeived yourself bound to sup- 


port Mr. Chute under all] circumstances ? 
As, in the lattef case, no one could ask. 
you to break your engagernents, however 
the friends of government with whom I 
had conversed tnight regtet that you were 
bound to make cothmon cause with a 
gentleman whose systematic opposition te 
government would, of course, prevent 


' them from giving him their support. You 


readily answered, that as to the latter part 
of the question, you was not engaged to 
Mr. Chute, or to any son] breathing ; 
that as to the former part of it, you could 
give no.answer until you had consulted 
your friends, for whom you could not an- 
swer, or pretend to pledge yourself, and 
whose wishes would of course be binding 
on your conduct. The result of that in- 
quiry you promised to communicate to 
me. I have now stated ail that occurs 
to me as important to the question before 
us, in the conversation which passed be- 
tween us; but I beg leave. in the most 
positive, distinct, and unequivoca} terms, 
to deny ever having stated that it was the 
«determination of his Majesty's governs 
ment to bring forward a gentleman to op- 
pose Mr. Chute, on account of his con- 
dact at the Jast session of parliament ; and 
another candidate to oppose you (Sit Wil- 
liam Heathcote) in the event of your 
making common Calise witht your col- 
Jeague.”~ Such a declaration [ never 
could have been anthorised to make ; and 
if I had made it, I certainly agree you 
could have given no answer to it. [ ree 
peatedly told you, that my only olject in 
communicating with you upon the subject 
was to enable me to cohcert with you the 
means of securing fo you all the support 
which I knew the friends of government 
wished to give you; bat which, I thought 
the result of the conversation might ren- 
der more satjsfactory and easy. I have 
now only to beg you will let me know, 
whether the paper you erclosed to me is 
the final answer which, upon communi- 
cation with yoyr friends, yon mean to 
make to the question you were good 
enough to allow me to ask yeu, and to 
promise you would communicate with me 
upon; and that you will further have the 
goodness to Jet me know when you have 
communicated this letter fothem. On 
this latter point you cannot wonder thas I 








** feel anxious, as My only abject in again 


“* reverting to the subject 


ae 


of our conversa- 


tion is, thas tae matires and the particu- 
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‘ : X 
“Jars of it shonld be explained, both of | * tire, deeply impressed with a sense of 
** which have been so widely and unac- ! “ gratitude forthe many favours Ihave ree 
** countably mistaken by yourself and your | “ ceived from you, and ready at el) times 
“ friends.——I have the honour to be, Dear | “ in a private station, ‘to render all the er. 
e* Sir, your very obedient Kumble servant, | “* vicc in my power to the county, and tg 
« Cuanpos Temp rt This’ ex- | “ 








annatory letter of Lord Tt mple’s was com- 
funicated by Sir William Heathcote to Mr. 
Chute, and three or four ether friends who, 
tt his desire, met hiny ‘at Wiachester on the 


Oth of Sept. to whom’ it appeared that the 


a , Se : , . 
‘supyect nivolved in it the inde} enaence of 


the rounty; as Well as the seats of the present 
members ;* the gentleniecn present, there- 
fore, did not think themselves warranted in 
omering farther advice to Sir William Heath- 
Cote, but recomautended such a meeting being 
Called-ay might ‘be likely to bring together a 
sficieht ‘number of gentlemen to give 
weight to any opinion that may be expressed 
ow a‘inatter of sich high importance, aind so 
deeply interesting to the county. It was ac- 
cordingly agreed npon that an address should 
be inserted in all the county papers, and in 
some of’ the evening papers in London, in 
substance as follows: ‘** A communica- 
** tion haring been’mjade by Far] Temple to 
“Sir Wilkamn Heatheoté, respecting the 
“ ‘future representation of this county, the 
“* friends of the present members, and of 
** the independence of the cuufty, are re- 
‘f quested ‘te mest at St. Johh's House, in 
*€ Winchester, of ‘Thursday the 25th inst.’ 
—— Atl the forevoinc papers having “been 
fead to the meettig, Sir William Heathcote, 
Shus addressed thém:~—-“‘ The first paper, 
“© whith you have heard, was the impression 
« that was'lef€°Gn' my tnind ‘of the conver- 
@* satton that passed between Lord Temple 
ind myself$~ since which his lordship has 
‘@:semt’me the Jefter just réad. It is very 
*€-possible; -as* ny: heating is “imperfect, I 
‘famay not cleatly have understood. him. 
#4 And ee it is impossiblé for me fo suppose, 
‘« 46r “ope™ moiiént; that Lord Temple 
«© would explain hiniself in writing contrary 
«< to What he ‘mennt and did say, T conclude. 
“<7 miust have~sé misohderstood “him ; I 
‘© thebefore beg-thet his’ lordship's explana- 
“« tid; Conréyed in hié letter, may. be taken 
“eas the conversation thaf did pass between 
* ys ———Jt “wotild have afforded me the 
«< Sal 

« ean of preserving the peace. and ‘inde- 
« péndence of The county; but as‘a contest 
«*gnust take place, “and ‘I cannot expect, at 
«« my timi¢ of life, to be Biuch longer able to 
“« bear the fatigue Of'a strict attendance on 
my diity j €Uilinat Beg. leave 
« to deol it }"bat] shal re- 


























ghest “satisfactibh to° have been the- 
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“ of the freeholders. 











every individual,” Sir Willian Heath- 
cote, with a view of endeavouring to pre- 
serve the peave of the county, suggested the 
propriety of offering a compromise, by agree- 
ing, that on a vacancy happeniug, Mr. Thi 
tlethwayte should succeed him as the col- 
league of Mr. Chute; this measure after 
wards formed part of a resolution, moved by 
Sir H. Mildmay, but was found to be im- 
possible, upon some gentlemeu present pro- 
ducing a band bill, with the names of Mr. 
Herbert and Mr. Thistlethwayte, expressly 
avowing their determination not to listen to 
any terms of compromise. The resolu- 
tions that follow were then entered into,— 
Signed on the behalf, and at thé request ot 
the meeting, to ascertain the authenticity of 
the above narrative,—Jouw Potten, Chuir- 
man, Ata very numerous meeting of the 
freeholders of this county, the friends of the 
present members, and of the independence 
of the county, holden at St. John’s House, 
Winchester, on Thursday, the 25th day of 
September, 1806 ; Sir John Pollen, 
Bart. in the chair: ——‘* Resotvep Uwa- 
** NIMOUSLY, That this -meeting, very 
highly approving of the disinteresged and 
independent Couduct invariably pursued 
by Mr. Chute, during the whole period in 
which he has represented the county, wil] 
take the. most effectual measures.for se- 
curing his. re-election, ——= Resoivep 
Unanimousty,——-That the narrative ot 
the communication maade to Sir William 
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“ Heathcote by Lord Temple; and déliver-. 


ce 


ed by him at the iast meeting of the 
county. club, with their régolutions thére- 
on, Sir William Heathcote’s letter to 
Lord Temple therewitli;'and his lordship's 
answer, be printed for the consideration 
! Resoivep Una- 
NIMOUSLY, That ‘Sir Henry’ Paulet, 
St John Mildmay, Bart. be requested to 
‘join Mr> Chute as a candidatefor the re- 
presentation of the- county, and that an 
immediate canyass be set om foot on be- 
‘* half of. b: th these gentlémen.”—-—There 
wag agother resolution, called’ urfanimeus, 
for thanking. Sir William Heathcote. for his 
past conduct in parliament; but the unsni- 
mity was gathered merely from their appear: 
ing no open opposition to* the motion, for 
the affirmative of which not six hands, ovt 
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of four hundred,were raised. ~~ 
| Now, the question, which first presents 
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self for our consideration is, which is the 
true account of the conversation between 
Lorp Temece and Srx WiiiiaM HeatTu- 
core, that which was given by the latter, 
immediately afier the conversation took 
place ; or, ‘that which is given by the for- 
mer, at the distance of three weeks, and 
with the knowledge of the evil effect which 
the conversation was likely to produce. Sir 
William Heathcote, observe, retires from 
the interview with Lord Temple, and writes 
down, immedtately, the substance of the 
conversation. This he communicates to 
many others; it gets abroad; and Lord 
Temple, whose arrogance had, apparently, 
blinded him: before, perceives the conse- 
quences likely to ensue from the conversa- 
tion, as reported by Sir William Heathcote, 
and, with those consequences before him, he 
writes the explanatory letter. We shall see, 
by ana by, that, as to the main point, there 
isquite enough, even in Lord Temple's ac- 
knowledgement, to excite the highest degree 
oi indignation in those freeholders of the 
county who are not, in fact, slaves; but, it 
appears to me, that, in weighing one account 
against the other, and in taking into yiew all 
the circumstances, there is not the least 
ground whereon to suppose, that Sir Wil- 
am Heathcote’s account is not true; and, 
of course, that Lord iemple’s, inasmuch as 
it differs from the other, is mot false. A 
doubt, it is evident, would never have-exist- 
ed upon the subject, had net Sir William 
Heathcote, read his recantation; hut, in the 
drawing up of this recantation, the Baronet 
seems not to have duly considered the nature 
ot the faculty of hearing. Uport the supyo- 
sition, that his hearing is full as imperfect as 
He would now wish it to be thought;-he may, 
indeed, have missed, he may have not heard, 
part of what Lord Temple did say; but, if 
Vbat Lord Temple says be true, the Baronet 
has put down in writing what Lord Temple 
aul not say. And, therefore. Sir William 
appears to me to be reduced to this dilemma: 
either he must make the world believe, that 
the defect in his hearing facalty is of that 
peculiar cast that it leads him to miss what is 
tee to take up what is not said, to him; 
Pate confess, that he has wilfully and 
fae aa stated a falsehood in his report 
sbichans ynversation. One of these seems 
comma y necessary, before we can possibly 
, UPly with his request, “ to take the let- 
vin? sania ee et as the érue account of 
Sit Willian, -t ae between them. But, 
must: Sg Res te cote’s defect: of hearing 
bi’ ae fae ink, have been known to 

time when he first drew up the 
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report of the conversation ; how comes if, 
then, that he, who was so scrupulous as to 
whether the communication was nade exe 
pressly in the name of Lord Grenville, or of 
the government; how comes it, that he, Who 
was so very scrupulous upon this Jittle-point, 
and so unaccountably candid afterwards, did 
not mention to his friends, or to the County 
Club, towhom he made the report of the 
conversation; how comes it, that hehever 
did, to any of these persons, mention, or 
hint at, the famous defect in his hearing? If 
he had told the County Club what’ he has 
since said at the meeting, whose proceedings 
are above recorded, the Club would scarcaly 
have passed a resolution- such‘as they did 
pass ; and, they have, I think, goodreason to 
complain, that Sir Wilham Heathcote did pet 
exercise towards them a little of that candotr, 
which, with respect to Lord Temple, he has 
shown us that he has a store so abundant. It 
eemed, too, rather odd, to mary persons at 
the Meeting, that this inypertection inthe 
Baronet’s hearing should, to all appeur- 
ance, at least, have gone off upon that-occa- 
sion; seeing, that he there evidently heard 
every thing that was heard by the company. 
During a Jong altercation upon the subject of 
printing his report and Lord ‘Temple's letter, 
he, several times, answered tu*questions that 
were put. to him in a colloquial tone’ of 
voice, and from persons on the opposite side 
of a pretty broad table; he, in nu JH %n- 
stance, asked any one to repeat what he Kad 
said ; and, in fact, an appeal to all those who 
stood near him will prove, that he appeared 
to be as perfect in his hearing as any man-in 
theroom. This leads, I may be told, to an 
inference not very advantageous to the Barce 
net’s veracity as to his faculty of hearing ; 
and, that, of course, the same disadvantage 
will apply to the report of the conversation. 
But, there is this great difference, that the 
report was written before there had been 
sufficient time to reflect upon the conse- 
quences; and, let it be observed, that, 
though the County Club and the indepen- 


dent Freeholders appear to be very indignant’ 


at the proposition for turning out Mr. Chrte, 
Sir William Heathcote has, in no stage ‘of 


the business, expressed any indignation at all’ 


at the proposition; but, on the contrary, he 
seems, as well from his own report as from 
Lord Temple’s letter, to have consulted his 
friends and the County Club, with the hope, 
if not the expectation, that they: would con- 
sent to the proposition of Lord Temple, and 


agree to turn out Mr. Chute; which cy 
ent 


sition becomes, indeed, almost an evi 


fact, when we find Sir William Heathcote 
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(who, defore, said not a word of declining) 
decline the moment he finds his former sup- 

rsresolved still to support Mr. Chute. 

il he) faund this; unti) be found, that, 
if the-had the support of his former friends, 
it could only be at the expense of a contest 
for the. sake of majntaining the indepen- 
dence of the county, in the person of Mr. 
Chute; until, he made this discovery, he 
does /not appear to have perceived any of 
those anfirmities, which, as he alledged at 
the meeting, induced him to decline. In 
short. whea he made the minute of the con- 
versation -between iim and Lord Temple, 
and uvtil he had communicated it to the 
Jounty Club, and could not recal it, he 
clearly appears to have had no dislike to the 
proposition of Lord Temple ; it clearly ap- 
pears, from his declining to stand again as 
soon as he found the proposition rejected by 
his former supporters, that he would have 
stood along with a member put up by the 


ministry; aud, therefore, he could, at the | 


time when he drew up and when he made 
the report. of the conversation, have been 
under no temptation to deviate from the 
truth ; whereas, Lord Temple, with the im- 
mediate effects, and with all the further con- 
sequences of his arrogavce before him, not 


* forgetting the displeasure of the cabinet, was 
un 


er the strongest temptations so to deviate. 
As an answer to all this, however, Sir Wi)- 
ham Heathcote, in his written speech at the 
meeting, says: ‘‘ As itis impossetle for me 
** to suppose, for one moment, that Lord 


- “Temple would explain himself in writing 


** contrary to what he meant and did say, 
** J] conclude, I must have misanderstood 
*« him.” But, my good candid gentleman, 
if it be impossible tor you, who have three 
sons looking up for promotion, to entertain 
such a supposition, it is not impossible for 
me to entertain it. I, and I may say every 


| jection jyoursélfj amd, of course, nothing 
that you can say, or do, will ever persuatie 
me, that the Letter of Lord Temple, inas- 
much as it differs ffom your statement, js 
true-—But, though Lord Temple has made 
bold attempts at denial, he has. not gone s0 
far as to deny, that he had a conversation. of 
some sort or other with Sir William Heath- 
cote; this he could not venture to do, unless 
it had been intimated to him, that the good 
Sir William was a little dim-sighted as well 
as hard of hearing ; and, therefore, ‘he. has 
confessed, that he did wait upon Sir William 
| Heathcote at Hursley. Well, then, what 
did he wait upon him for ? Not out of mere 
personal kindness to inquire after his health, 
tor, as it was stated at the meeting, he had 
never before spoken to Sir William in his 
life. Those who know the parties, will 
| scarcely believe that he went to Hursley 
Lodge for a dianer, or even jfor a Luncheon, 
| His iordship says, that his on/y objec: was, 
to concert measures for the ensuring of Sir 
William's re-election, which is very odd, 
when we consider, that he had neyer spoken 
to him before, and that, at the Cornty 
| meeting in the spring of 1805, he had so 





| londly expressed his disapprobation of Sir 


William's conduct with regard to Lord Mel- 
vile. But, there was some tafk about Mr. 
Chute? Yes, and Lord Temple does not ap- 
pear to think, that Sir Wiliiam’s detect in 
hearing is sufficient to enable him to deny, 
that.he did complain of Mr. Chute's appost- 
tion to the ministers, and that it was pro- 
posed by ‘<< the friends of government con- 
** nected uith Hampshire” to set up a.memn- 
ber against Mr. Chute. This is a softencd 
sentence; but, Sir William Heathcote, 
being asked, at the meeting, whether the 
name of Lord Grenville was mentioned by 
Lord Temple, in the course of the convers:- 
tion, he answered (notwithstanding-his new- 


man present at the meeting, did evidently ; ly proclaimed consciousness of. defective 


entertain the supposition; and, I will de- 
clare for myself, that { believe him to have 
Written upon this occasion not only what was 
not true, but what he knew to be false ; and I 
regard his letter as a rare specimen of bung- 
ling ‘prevarication, You, good and candid 
and modest and generous Sir William, may 
read and re-read your recantation ; you may 
forswear your hearing and even your sanity, 
as readily as you bave declined a contest in 
company with your colleague; but, neither 
your candodr nor your modesty nor your ge- 
nerosity nor any defects in your organs or 
your fachities, shall one me believe that; 
: made an exaggerated statement of a pro-, 
Postien-tawhich you evidently had no ‘ae 


hearing) that he was “ quite sure” that the 
name of Lord Grenville had been mentioned 
by Lorp Temple several times; though, ob- 
serve, Lord Temple, in his letter, seems [0 
recollect nothing at all of thissand:talks as 1! 
he had gone to Sjr William withone other 
authority than that of “ the friends of £0- 
** vernment connected with ive.” It 
does, however, appear, even frounLerd Tem- 
ple’s. acknowledgement, 2st, that-he-went [0 
Sir. William Heathcote ; ‘d,: that-he,asked 
him whetber he would support therministry 
3d, haying obtainéd a silent acqnieseence (° 
that question, whether he would join,4 25° 

idate set up by'the friends of -gaverament 
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ting against the ministry ; Sth, that he told 
Sir William, that “ the friends of goverm 
« ment” were resolved to set up a mepber 
against Mr. Chute, at any rate ; ana, Oth, 
that he told him, that if he, Sir William 
Heathcote, persisted in adhermg to Mr. 
Chate, “ the friends. of government” were 
resolved to set up two members agains them. 
These are facts, acknowledged by Lord 
Temple himself; these are facts that could 
not be denied without necessarily accusing 
Sir William Heathcote of deliberately fabri- 
cating and promuigating a string of false- 
hoods; and, than these facts what do we 
want more to prove the intolerabl» arrogance 
of Lord Temple, and the unconstitutional 
conduct of those who deputed him thas to 
menace a member of parliament with ejec- 
tion from his seat, ecause he had voted 
against the king's servants ? As to the 
persons, who have, upon the insolent pre- 
tention here described, been set up by the 
ministry, as candidates for the county of 
Hants, the first isthe son of apbaceman Lord, 
and is himself a sinecure placeman, ‘That 
he will not vote against the ministers is, I 
think pretty certain. ‘The second is a 
young man of most respectable and 
independent parents, and, what the mi- 
nistry have not overlooked, of fortune 
just become ripe and convertible, and sutfi- 
ciently large to meet the exigencies of a con- 
tested county-election, without rendering 
him a dependant, until after uiat election 
shall be over, and shall have either secured 
them his vote in the House of Commons, 
or shall have so crippled him as to prevent 
his fortune or his character from being for- 
midable to them if used in the way of op- 
position ; so that, whatever may be the re- 
sult of the contest, they are sure to gain, and 
he is sure to lose. For this I am very sorry. 
His fortune; the fair reputation of his fa- 
ther, who was longa member for the coun- 
ty; his legitimate and natural connection 
with Hampshire; his retaining of large 
means in the hands of Commoners; all 
these made it desireable that he should not 
become an instrument in the hands of place- 
men, to strip the county of the last rag of its 
independence and its honour; but, such an 
instrument -he has become, and the conse- 
“‘Quences he wiil clearly perceive when it will 
be" tod! late to. avoid then.——The impor- 
“tant-fact: varising from these proceedings ; 
‘the faet;ofor,the nation at large to dwell 
“Gponjsisy, that. this. is (qs far. as I have 
@vér’ observed). the very first’ instance, 
10 which the Treasury has had the boldness 








to say to a county, ‘‘ your represcnfative 
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} “* has voted against us, bas voted against th® 
“ King’s servants, and you shall not, there- 
“ fore, have him for a representative. any 


“ Jonger.” With Loroughs this: has long 
been practised, as a matter’ of course ; 
but, the present is, I believe, the first 
instance of its being, openly, at Teast, ats 
tempted in a county ; and, this attempt has 
been made by a ministry, in great: part com- 
posed of men whghave, for tiventy years 
past, been pledging themselves: never to 
cease their endeavours, until .they had 
effected a complete reform of the represen- 
tation “f the peasle in the House of Com- 
mons, the main o!ject of which reform 
was, to renderthe members of that Honse 
independent ofthe ministers appointed and 
kept in place by the sole power and plea- 
sure of the kng!——As to the result of 
the election, supposing things and men 
to continue what they now are, until 
that q@ectim takes place, it isvof much 
Jess imporance than that a people feeling 
should now be awakened and manifested 
upon the subject. . Time flies very swift 
with a ration situated as we are. ‘Two 
years mey, and must, bring events, .in the 
contemplating of which the threat of .Lord 
Temple will be forgotten. If the Freehold- 
ers. wee, indeed, now, ‘in county-mecting 
assembied, to send to the foot of the throne 
and tothe bar of the parliament,.an expres- 
sion of their indignation at that threat; then, 
indeed, I should see some ground tohope, 
that there were yet remaining: the means of 
preserving what yet isieft, and of restoring a 
part, at least, of what is lost; but, 1] see 
stirring no spirit commeasurate with such a 
putpose ; I see little beyond the scope of 
party rivalship, animosity, and intrigues ; 
little besides narrow, not to say partial, 
views; little, or nothing, proceeding from a 
sincere and disinterested desire to promote 
the general happiness and honour of the 
country ; and, while this is the case, though 
my wish will be, that the result may be on 
the side of Mr, Chute particularly, J shall 
experience very little mortification, and no 
disappointment at all, if it should be other- 
wise. Botley, 2d Oct. 1806. 
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Capture or Burxos Aynes.—From the 
London Gazette Extraordinary, dated 
Downing street, September 13th, 1806, 

(Continued from p. 5%2.) 
We then found means, by: beats and 
rafts, to cross @ few men, over the 

Rio Chuelo, and on ‘ordering all fire 


—— 





503) POLITICAL REGIST PR. 


to cease, the little of them that remained 
ceased’ also. —— The troops which op- 
posed us during these two, days appear to 
have been alniost entirely provincial, with a 
considerable proportion of veteran. ofhcers. 
The nambers that were assembled to dispuce 
our poissage ¢ f the rit cr, I.have been-sinee 
informied were about two. thousand infantry. 
[had no reason from their nre to suppose 
their numbers so great, the: opposition was 
very feeble; the only Ciiculiy was in cross- 
ing the river to get at then.—L cannot omit 
~yeporting to you that 1 \ad the most just 
cause to be satisfted with the conduct of 
every Officer, and all-the tfoops under my 
command: to Lieutenant Colonel Pack of 
“the 71st every praise is due, as well as to 
that excellent regiment. 
marines, commanded by Capyin King of 
the royal navy, not only behaved with the 


utmost good conduct, but witha discipline | 


in the field much beyond what ould have 
been expected, though every exertion to et- 
fect it had been used by Commodare Sir H. 
Popham, and every officer of the rayal navy 
during the passage. A corps ofseamen, 
who had been drilled to small arms, were 





| 
also landed; they were between eighty and 


ninety in number, and I was under the ne- 

cessity of attaching them to draw the guns, 

which they did with a cheerfulness and zeal 

that did them great credit: and I was under 

great obligation to Captain King for his acti- 

vity in preparing rafts, boats, &c. to pass the 

Rio-Chuelo.—Lieutenant Colonei Lane, and 

the St. Helena troops, also merit my thanks 

for their good conduct; as does Captain 

Qgilvie, commanding the artillery, for the 

manner in which the guns were conducted 

and served. Captain Kennett of the royal 
engineers, was particularly serviceable by his 
intelligence and zeal; as were the Honour- 

able Major Deane, my Brigade Major, and 
the Honourable Ensign Gordon of the 3d 
guards, my aide-de-camp. By eleven 
o'clock A. M. I had got some guns and the 
greatest part of the troops across the river, 
and seeing no symptoms of further opposi- 
tion, and learning that the troops in general 
had deserted the city, motives of humanity 
induced me to send, by the Honourable En- 
sign Gordon, a summons to the governor to 
deliver to me the city and fortress, that the 
exgesses and calamities which would most 
bly occur if the troops entered in a hos- 

tile: manner might be avoided; informing 
him that thé British character would insure 
to them the exercise of their religion, and 
protection to their: persons and all) private: 
property, He returned to me aa r to: 





‘Lhe battalion of | 
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ask some hours to draw up conditions: but 
Coild not conseat to delay my march, which 
Cunmenced as soon as the whole had 
crossea@ the Rio Chuelos and, on arrtivine 
n-ar the sity, an officer ‘from the governor 
ajain met ive with a: number of conditions 
to which ] had not then time to attend: but 
| said I weuld confirm by writing what I had 
promised, when in possession of the city, and 
the terms granted and signed by Sir Home 
Popham and myself: 1 have the honour to 
annex.—-I also transmit a return of the kil- 
led, wounded, anid missing, 26th and 27th 
June, as well as the retum of the ordnance 
| taken —I eannot conclude without assuring 
you of the unwearied zeal and assiduity. of 
Commodore Sir Home Popham, in whatever 
could contribute to the success of this expe- 
cition, and of the cordial co-operation and 
| great assistance which | have received from 
him I have the honour to be, &e. 
| (Signed) W. C. Beresrorp, Maj. Gen. 
- Maj. Gen. Sir D. Bainp, Commanding in 
Chief, &c. &c. 


— ey 








State of the Troops: under ihe Command of 
| Major General Beresford, at the Point de 
Quilmes, 20/1 June, 1800. 

1 Major-Gen. ; 1 Major of Brig; 
Aide-de-Camp; 1 Assist. Quart. Mast. 
Gen.; 1 Assist Commissary; 1 Surgeon 
and 1 Assist. (of the staff); 1 Capt.; 3 
Lieuts.; 4 Midshipmen; (Royal Navy); 2’ 
Lieut. Cols.; 2 Majors; 15. Capts.;.20 
Lieuts.; 7 Ensigns; 1 Paymaster; 1 Adju- 
tant; 1 Quart. Mast.; 2 Surgeons; 4 As- 
sist. Surg.; 72 Serjeants, 27) Drummers; 
14060 effective rank and file; 16 effective 
horses; | wheeler, 1 collar maker, 4 afti-« 
ficers, 2 five inch howitzers; 4 light 6 
pounders, and 2 light 3 pounders. ———Terms 
granted to the inhabitants of Buenos Ayres 
and its dependencies by the commanders ‘in! 
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land and sea. Art. I. The troops bes 
longing to his Catholic Majesty, who were 
in the town at the time of the entry of the 
British troops, shall be allowed “to'meet, in: 
the fortress of Buenos Ayres, ‘march out of. 
the fort with all the honours’ of ‘war, .and 
shall then lay down their arms, and become 
prisoners of war, but such officers as are na*! 
tives of South America, or married with na 
tives of the country, or regularly domi« 
ciliated, shall be at liberty to:continue; herey 
so long ‘as they behave. .thentselves: as. be+’ 
cometh good subjects: and: citizens, taking’ 
the oathvot allegiance to his Britannic Mayes" 
ty, or proceed to Great Britain with regular’ 
‘passports, having: previously passed -the pa 





chief of his Britannic Majesty's: forces, :by! 
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4 
role of honour, not to serve until they are 
regularly exchanged. ——II. All bona fide 
private property, whether belonging to the | 
civil or military servants of the late .govern- 
ment, to the magistrates, burghers, and in-. 
habitants of the town ef Buenos Ayres and 
iis dependencies, to the illustrious the bi- 
shop, the clergy, to the churches, monaste- 
ries, colleges, foundations, and other public 
institutions of that kind, shall remain free 
and unmolested.—IIT. Ail persons of - every 
description belonging to this city and its de- 
pendeneies, shall receive every protection 
trom the British government, and they shall 
not bé obliged to bear arms against his Ca- 
tholic Majésty ; nor shall any person what- 
ever in the city or its dependencies take up 
arms, or ofherwise act inimically to his Ma- 
jesty's troops or government.—I1V. The ca- 
bildo, magistrates, burghers, and inhabitants, 
shail preserve “all their rights and privileges 
which ‘they have enjoyed hicherto, and shall 
continue in full and free exercise of their le- 
gal functions, both civil and criminal, under 
all the respect .and protection that can be 
attorded them by his Majesty’s government 
until his Majesty’s pleasure is known. 
V. Thé public archives of the town shall re- 
ceive every protection from his Britannic 
Majesty's government.—VIJ.. The different 
taxes and duties levied by the magistrates to 
remain for the present, ‘and to be collected 
by them in the same manner, and applied to 
the same ‘purpose as heretofore, for the ge- 
keral good of the city, until :his Majesty's 
pleasure is known.—VII, Ey ery protection 
shall be given to the full and free exercise of 
the Holy Catholic religion, and all respect 
shewn to the most illustrious the bishop and 
all the-holy clergy. —VIII. The ecclesiasti- 
cal court shall continue in the full and free 
exercisé of all its functions, to be precisely 
on the same-footing as it was heretofore.— 
IX. The coasting vessels in the river will be 
given up tocheir-owners, according to a pro- 
clamation issued the 30th ‘ult.—X. All pub- 
lic property of every description belonging to 
the enemies of his Britannic Majesty shall 
be faithfully delivered up to the captors ; and 
as the comamanders in chief bind themselves 
0 see the fulfilment of all the preceding ar- 
ticles tor the benefit of South America, so do 
the cabildo ‘and: the magistrates kind them- 
selves to see that this last article is faithfully 
and bonourab] complied with. Given 
ets our han sand seals, in the Fortress of 
venos Ayres, July 2, 1806.~—(Signed) 
Pop C. Beresroxp, Maj. Gen. Home 
PHAM, Commodore, ; commauding jin 
chief—Jos, Iow.pe 2 Quintana, Gov 
aod Brigadier of Dra Tote HOOT 
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Return of Ordnance, Avonuniiion, ard Arms 
capiured at Buenos Ayves, and us De- 
pendencies. 

Iron Ordnance.——7 1'8-pounders, 1 
12-pouncer, 8 Q-pounders, 15 6-pounders, 
6 4-pounders, 8 3-pounders ——Brass Urd- 
hance.—-} 32-pounder, % 12-pounders, '2 
Q-pounders, 2 6-pounders, 6 4-pounders % 
3-pounders, 16 2-pounders, 4 1-pounders, 
19 and half inch mortar, 3 5 and half inch 
mortars, 16-inch howitzer.—-550 whole bar 
rels of powder ; 2064 muskets with bayonets; 
616 carbines, 4079 pistols, 31 muskctoons, 
1208 swords.—Since the above return was 
sent to Major Gen. Sir D. Baird, the follow- 
ing guns, left by the Viceroy in his flight, 
have been taken, and arms, &c. received :—— 
Brass Ordnance.—3 4-pounders, 3 2-pound- 
ers, and 1 6-inch howitzer; 139 muskets 
with bayonets, 7) muskets without bayonets, 
85 pouches, 39 swords. - , 


Killed, Wounded, and Missing, on the 26(h 


and 27ih June, 


1 Killed, 12:wounded, ‘and missing.--— 
Names of_ officers.—Capt. Le Blanc, 71st 
reg. shot in the leg; since amputated above 
the knee. Assist. Surgeon Halliday, Sf. 
Helena regiment, missing. 
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Extract of a Letter from Major General Be- 


resford to the Rt. Hon. Lord Castk reagh, 
Tf, 


dated Fort of - Buenos Ayvess Lith Jity, . 


1800. 
I trust the conduct adopt d towards the 
people here has had its full effect, in impres- 
sing upon their minds, the honour, genero- 


-sity, and humanity of the British character. 


His Majesty's ministers will see by the detail 
of our proceedings that, after the army had 
passed the Rio Chuelo, the City of Buenos 
Ayres remained at our mercy, and that, in 
fact, the only conditions on which I entered 
were such as 1 pleased to -offer, and which 
humanity and a regard to our national cha- 
racter would naturally induce me to give un- 
der any circumstances. However, to quict 
the minds of the inhabitants, we not only 
consented to put in writing my promises, hut 
acceded to many conditions not expected by 
them; and, contrary to direct stipulation, 
gave up to the proprietors all the coasting 
vessels captured, with/their cargoes, and of 
which I annex a return *, and the value of 


-_ 





* It has been found difficult to procure 
the return of vessels here alluded to, at least 
the names of all, ‘They are of ‘various 
classes, from one hundred and fifty’ tons 
downwards, and amount-in-the whole to one 
hundred and eighty in number) ’ 


Ts Pan. 
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which amounted to one million and a half of 
ddllars, and, which being done with the 
views already exposed, will, I trust, meet 
With his Maesty’s approbation.—I have the 
Kiitrour to inform his Majesty's ministers, 
thut I had detached Captain Arbuthnot of 
the ‘20th light dragoons, on the 3d instant, 
with a party consisting of 7 dragoons, and 
20 infantry, (the whole mounted) to a place 
called Luxan, 50 miles distant. My prin- 
cipal object was to have the country recon- 
noitred, and to see what were the disposi- 
tions of the inhabitants; but with the 
avowed object of escorting back some of the 
treasure which had been taken from here, 
and to prevent its following the Viceroy, 
which I had reqson to suspect was intended, 
though it was said to be al! private property ; 
and, in which case, we Pad declared, if- 
brought back, it should be given to its own- 
ers, If of thiscity. Captain Arbuthnot re- 
turned last night; and I am glad to say with 
information of a pleasing nature; for your 
lordship will see, by this detachment passing 
so easily through the country, that whatever 
their present inclinations may be, there is no 
very great danger from any hostile inten- 
tions against us: and Captain Arbuthnot re- 
ports rather favourably of the general dispo- 
sitions of the people. The country to Lux- 
an, as I have already represented, in general. 
the whole of it, isa pertect flat, and the view 
of the horizon obstructed by nothing but the 
immense herds of horses and cattle, but 
principally horned cattle.—Luxan is situated 
on a river of the same name,’ and where 
there ts a bridge over it, and the route lead- 
ing to all the interior provinces, and [ rather 
think it will be adviseable on many accounts 
that I possess myself of it, which I can do by 
a smal) detachment. Much of the treasure 
was cuught actually going to Cordova, and 
the rest, but for the opportune arrival of the 
party would have been pillaged —The wag- 
goons conveying tliis treasure may be expect- 
ed here to-morrow. ‘Those with the Royal 
Treasure, and that of the Phillippine Com- 
pany, arrived some time since, and is al- 
ready embarked.—The Hon. Major Deane, 
, who is the bearer of these dispatches, will 
givé any further information to his Majes- 
ty’s ministers that they may desire; and | 
beg to recommend him as an officer deserv- 
ing of any mark of favour that Lis Majesty 
ee be graciously pleased to bestow on 
im. ie , ; 


¥).O © a. yi a4 
Procfomation by Major General Beresford. 


+The town of Buenos Ayres and its depeni- 
Geaceobeing now subject to his Britannic 


_—_— = 
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| Majesty by the energy of his Majesty's 

arms, the Mayor General with a view of es. 
tablishing a perfect confidence in the libe- 
rality and justice of his Majesty's govern. 
ment, and quieting the minds of al} the in- 
habitants who are now in the city, or who 
from the apprehension of the general casual- 
ties of war may have quittedit, thinks it ne- 
cessary to proclaim without a moment's loss 
of time, that it is his Majesty’s most gracious 
intention, that the people of Buenos Ayres, 
and such other provinces in the Rio de }a 
Plata, as may eventually come under his pro- 
tection, shall enjoy the fall and free exercise 
of their religion, and that every respect shall 
be shewn to its holy ministers. —That the 
courts of justice shall continue the exercise 
of their functions in all cases of civil or-cri- 
minal procedure, with such references to the 
Major General as were Had to the Viceroy on 
former occasions, and the Major Genera! 
pledges himself, that as far as depends on 
him every thing shall be done to bring those 
processes to an immediate’ and just issoe.— 
All private property of ‘every descriptien 
shall receive the most ample protection, and 
whatever may be required by the troops, ei- 
ther of provisions or other articles, shall be 
immediately paid for at such prices as may 
be fixed on by the cabildo——The Major 
General therefore calls upon the midst illus- 
trious bishop, his coadjutors, ‘and all eccle- 
siastical orders, foundations, colleges, heads 
of corporate bodies, mayor, aldermen, and 
burgesses, to explain to the inhabitants in 
general that they are ever to be protected in 
their religion and property ; and until the 
pleasure of his Britannic Majesty is known, 
they are to be governed by their own muni- 
cipal laws. The Major General thinks it 
necessary to acquaint the general and com- 
mercial interest of the country, that it is b's 
Majesty's most gracious intention that a free 
trade shall be opened and permitted to South 
America, similar to that enjoyed by all 
others of his Majesty's colonies, particularly 
the Island of Trinidada, whose inhabitants 
have felt peculiar benefit from being under 
the government of a sovereign powerful 
enough to protect them from any insult, and 
generous enough to give therti such com- 
mercial advantages as they could net enjoy 
under the administration of afiy other coun- 
try.—With the promise of ‘such rigid pre- 
tectior to the established réligion of ‘the 
cxintry)dhd the-exercise of its civil laws, 
the Major General ‘trusts that al} good cit!- 
zens will unite with him in théir exertions (© 
keep the town quiet and peaceable, vas thy 
may now enjoy’a free trade, atid all the a 
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vantages of a commercial intercourse with 

Great Britain, where no oppression exists, 

and which he understands has been the only 

thing wanting by the rich provinces of Bue- 
nos Ayres, and the inhabitants of South 

America in general, to make it the most 

prosperous country in the world. The 

Major General has now only to cal] upon the 

mazistrates to send to the different farmers 

i the country, and induce them to bring 

; to the markets provisions and vegetables of 

every description, for which they shall be 

immediately, paid, and any complaints which 
may be made shall be redressed without de- 
jay. —It having been represented to the Ma- 
ior General that some of the existing duties 
bear too hard on the enterprise of commerce, 
he has determined to take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of informing himself on that subject, 
from the best commercial authorities, and 
he will then make such reductions in the 
overbearing duties as may seem most condu- 
cive to.the interest of the country, until the 
pleasure of his Britannic Majesty is kno- sm, 

—W. C, Beresyorp. Maj. Gen. and Lieut. 

Gov. 

Proclamation ty the Commonders in Chief of 
his Britannic Majesty's Forces ly Land 
and Sea. : : 

Although the laws of war give all ships, 
barges, vessels, boats, and craft of every de- 
scription in harbours, rivers, and creeks, to 
the captors, yet the Commanders in Chief of 
his Britannic Majesty's forces’ by Jand and 
sea feeling that such captures will distress 
the owners of small vessels, as they may be 
the only means bywhich they gain their 
livelihood, aud anxiously wishing to give 
every encouragement to real industry, and 
every accommodation to the inhabitants of 
South America, do by. this proclamation give 
up all such small vessels as shall appear to be 
really vessels carrying on the coasting trade 
of the river, And they at the same time 
call apon the owners: of those vessels, and 
the inhabitants in general, to see that no 
imposition is practised qn the captors, by the 
Vessels claiming this.act- ef grace, that are 
hot intitled to it. :The captors trust they 
merit this attention from their liberal con- 
duct to the inhabitants of South America, 
and their.desire to do every thing in their 
power to promote the happiness of the 
ry ~~~ The-description of vessels in- 
oy tt this proclamation, are to be named 
Y Capt. Lapanor, . and Capt. Thompson, 





Pasi of the port.——- W.-C. BeresrorD.; 
‘OME PopHam, ’ : it 
Extract of a Dispatch from, Maj, Gen. Beres:: 
barn «Soe, July 16, 1806, >. aE 
am now able to transmit hearly an dc- 
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count of the money which has been re- 
ceived as prize under the terms of my agrees 
ment with the acting governor of the place, 
previous to my .entering the town. The 
statement shews the various departments 
and public bodies whence the sums forming 
the total have been, derived, the sum of 
1,080,208 dollars.is going home.in his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Narcissus, and Sir Home Popham 
and myself have thought it-right to, reserve 
here for the exigencies of the army and. nayy 
a considerable sum ; and for the purpose of 
keeping down the exchange on , bills drawn 
by the respective services and which would 
otherwise bring the dollar to an enormous 
price. It is estimated that the merchan- 
dise in the King’s stores, principally Jesuit's 
Bark and Quicksilver, and which is in the 
Phillippine Company's stores, with the little 
that is retained of floating property, vill 
amount, if it.can be disposed of, to between 
2 and 3,000,000 dollars. Of the bulhon de- 
livered in, some is claimed as private pro- 
perty, and which shall be delivered in the 
same spirit of liberal)ty with which; we trust, 
it will be considered we have acted here. 
The 61,790 dollars were yesterday delivered 
to the..consulada, on their assurance only 
that it belonged to the people of this town, 





| and they have a.claim upon 40 or 30,000 


more, which will be settled this day. 
Emlarked on Board his Majesty's Ship 


Narcissus. 





Royal Treasure; by Mr. Casa- Dollars. 
“major - - - - 208,519 
Philippine Company, ditto - 108,000 
Post Office ;_ ditto > - = °§0,872 
‘Tobacco Administration ; ditto - 94,323 
Custom House; ditto . - $7,000 
Agent of saben ee Company - 100,000 _ 
114 Skins, each 3000 dollars ; 
brought back from Luxan by 
Capt. Arbuthnot’s party - 342,000 
2 Boxes; ditto - - - 5,932 
Gold Bar; ditto - : - 502 
71 Ingots of silver; ditto - + 113,000 
1,080,208 
Remains in the. Treasury. 
Agentof Phillippine Company + 30,000 
Consulada; brought back. frog 
Luxan by Capt. Arbuthnot’s 
Party, - - . - - 61,790 
324 Linen Bags; ditto * or » 32,500 
38 Boxes; brought back from ny 
Luxan by Capt Arbuthnot -- 76,000 
Box found in the house ofa priest ~ 4,825 
7. ith i] Sa hee ; ————— 
205,115 
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Emgarked ‘on board the Nar- 
Cissuss - - - - 1,086;208 
Remains in the Treasury - 205,115 


oe 





Total 1,291,323 

Admiralty Ofice, September 13, 1806. 
Captain Donnelly, of his Majyesty’s ship 
Narétssus, arrived last nicht at this ofhce 
with a dispatch from Commodore-Sir Home 
Popham, Ant. addressed to William) Mars- 
den,’ Esq. of which the following isa copy ; 
¥ . v* Fy ’ ~ — 
Nareissus, 0 j pM Hos Ai i vs, J) ly 0, 1SoOv. 
Sir; Im the Jetter which [ had the honour 
to addres# you from St. Helena, April 30, I 
fully, explaimed, for the information of my 


. Lovds-Covansissioners of the Admiralty, the 


miotives that induced me to press so strongly 
the urgency and*expedicncy of undertaking 
an expedition against the enemy's sette- 
ments inthe Rio de la Plata—I have there- 
tore oulhy to a ce you il short detail of the 
proceedimgs of the squadron; previously 
congratuazing their lordships on his Majes- 
ty’s torces ‘being in full possession of Buenos 
Ayreastind: its dependencies; the odpital of 
one of the. richest and most extensive pro- 
vincesvef South America.—TVo the com- 
merce of Great Britain it exhibits peculiar 
advantages, a3 well-as to the active industry 
of heramauufaeturing towns. And when I 
venture in “addition to assure their lordshigs 
of the extreme, healthiness of the climate, I 
trust b.only -hold out a consolatson that the 
frieuds.of every person employed on this ex- 
peditionare justly entitled to, and which I 
am satisfied. will be equally gratifying to 
the feelings of every British subject. — 
—As 1 considered it an object of material 
consequence to obtain the earliest local infor- 
mation.in the river, I placed the squadron 
under the «direction of Capt. Rowley, May 
27, and preceded it in the Narcissus for that 
purpose,—On the 8th ult. we anchored near 
the island- of Flores; and after passing 
Monte Video the following day, we detained 
a Poruguese schooner, by whom the intelli- 
gence we. had formerly received was gene- 
rally confirmed, On the 11th we fell in with 
the Encaunter and Ocean Transport near the 
south coastof the river; and on the 13th 
we joined the squadron.—It was immediate- 
Jy. determined to attack the capital, and no 
time was lost in removing the marine batta- 
lion to the Narcissus, the Encounter and the 
Atansports, for the purpose. of proceeding to 
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Buenos Ayres, while, the.Diadem blockac..! 
the port of Monte Video, and the Raisonal'.. 
and Diomede, by way of demonstration 

crnized near Maldonaldo and other assailab|- 
points—Our progress up ‘the river was very 
much retarded by the shoalness of the wate: 

adverse winds and currents, continual fogs. 
and the great inaccuracy of ‘the eharts, bui, 
by the unremitting and Jaborious exer- 
tions of the officers and men I had the 
honour to command, these difficulties were 
surmounted, and the squadron anchored on 
the afternoon of the 25th off point Quelines 
4 Peuchin, about twelve miles from Buen: ; 
Ayres —As it was impossible for the Narcis- 
sus to approach the shore on account of the 
shoalness of the water, the Encounter was 
run in so close as to tuke the ground, the 
more effectually to cover the debarkation 
of the army in case of necessity; the whole, 
however, was Janded im the course of ihe 
evening wtthout the least opposition ; con- 
sisting: of the detachment of His Majesty's 
troops, from the Cape, and that from St. lie- 
lena with the marive battalion under the or- 
ders of Capt King, of his Majesty's ship 
Diadem, which was composed of the ma- 
rines of the squadron augmented by the in- 
corporation of some seamen, and three com- 
panies of royal biues from the’same source of 
enterprize, which had been regularly trained 
for that. duty, and dressed in an appropriate 
uniform.—The enemy . was- posted at the 
village of Reduction, which was on an emi- 
nence about two miles from the beach, with 
the appearance of a fine plain, between the 
two armies, which hewever proved on the 
following morning to be only a morass in? 
high state of verdure.—This in some me2- 
sure Checked our. advance, nor did the enemy 
open his train till the troops were nearly in 
the middle of the swamp, fromy whence he 
thought it was impossible for them to be 
extricated.—The able and excellent dispos- 
tion of Gen. Beresford, and the intrepidity 
of his army, yery soon however satished the 
enemy, that his only safety was in a precip! 
tate retreat, for we had the satisfaction o! 
seeing from the ships near four thousand 
Spanish cavalry flying in every directioo, 
leaving their artillery- behind them, while 
our troops were ascending the hill with that 
coolness and courage, which has on every 
occasion marked the character of a Britis 
soldier, and.has been exemplified in prop°t 


tion to the difficulties and dangers by which 


he. was opposed, To Le continued. 
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Cot and Baylis, No. 75, Great Queen Street andypudlished by R. Bagshave, Bow Street, Coren’ 
n, where former Numbers may be had ; wold also by J. Budd, Crown and Mitre, Pall Mall. 
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